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FRUIT BELT PROJECT FUNDRAISER UNDERWAY 

 
(August 27, 2015 – Rochester, NY) The Greentopia Fruit Belt Project, a public art effort to revitalize 
the JOSANA neighborhood in the northwest quadrant of Rochester, has launched an Indiegogo 
campaign to provide the necessary funds to complete the murals and employ more Rochester 
youth as mural artists. The campaign launched with an interactive event at Cure at the public 
market; and a similar event will take place on Friday, September 4, at 4:00 PM at Pour Coffee Parlor 
located at 23 Somerton Street in Rochester. Guests will have an opportunity to participate in a pop-
up mural and create their own “Fruit Belt Swag,” with donations benefiting the project. 
 
Work on the Fruit Belt Project murals (located at Stop One Meat Market and College Club 
Beverages) commenced in May, when 250 volunteers supported The Big Paint-Out, a kick-off event 
sponsored by Sherwin-Williams. Since then, a third building in the area has been slated for 
beautification; and work has begun on Rochester’s first all-fruit garden, which will be maintained by 
those employed by the project.  
 
According to local artist and Fruit Belt Project director, Shawn Dunwoody, “We’re doing our part to 
make a difference in a neighborhood previously recognized for its high crime rate. We’re now 
employing neighborhood youth, raising awareness about the project, and increasing the public 
visibility of these streets and businesses through the transformative power of public art.” 
 
Funds raised from campaign will not only support employing more young artists, but will provide 
the necessary materials to complete the remaining portions of the project: paint and supplies for 
the three buildings, crosswalks and traffic boxes, as well as lifts to safely finish the upper parts of 
the buildings. Money raised will also pay for the artists to visit Philadelphia for a tour of the Philly 
Paint Project murals that inspired the Fruit Belt Project.  
 
The Indiegogo campaign can be found at: https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/the-fruit-belt-mural-
project. Perks range from small to large public art and advertising opportunities. For additional 
information and media inquiries, please contact Shawn Dunwoody at 585-369-8302. 
 
About the Fruit Belt Project: Greentopia’s Fruit Belt Project is a beautification movement and 
collaboration with DUNWOODE Consulting to create a series of large-scale, vibrantly colored, and 
community driven public artworks. Project goals include: giving the neighborhood a unified identity, 
creating jobs for local residents, bringing beauty to a historic neighborhood often highlighted for 
negative reasons, and inspiring long term investment and additional resources for the community. 
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